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Catholic Workers and friends squash subpoenas! 


frank Cordaro 
— Des Moines Catholic Worker 


On February 3rd, Elton 
Davis, of the DMCW com- 
munity; Brian Terrell, the di- 
rector of the Catholic Peace 
Ministry and member of 
Strangers and Guests CW 
community in Maloy, IA; Patti 
McKee, Director of the lowa 
Peace Network and former 
DMCW; and Wendy Bobbit 
Vasquez, former Community 
for Creative Nonviolence and 
former DMCW, were sum- 
moned to appear before a fed- 
eral grand jury in Des Moines 
on Tuesday, Feb. 10. Drake 
University and its chapter of 
the National Lawyer’s Guild 
were also summoned. All 
were summoned to answer 


| questions regarding their 


roles in a peacemaking con- 
ference and demonstration 
which took place November 
15 & 16, 2003. 

For seven intense days, the 
world was focused on Des 
Moines, or so it seemed. No 
sooner did the four get their 
summons than e-mails began 
to crisscross the country, 
going to various 
peace groups 
and pro- / 


sive media outlets. The story 
got national mainline media 
attention within days of an As- 
sociated Press story hitting 
the wires. 

The grand jury investiga- 
tion received daily front page 
coverage in the Des Moines 
Register. US newspaper ac- 
counts flew all over the coun- 
try and abroad. On Sunday, 
the New York Times reporter 
arrived in Des Moines to 
cover the Tuesday hearing. 

We in the local Des Moines 
Peace Community had our 
lives disrupted, as did the 
friends and supporters 
of Brian, Elton, Patti 
and Wendy. We placed 
our routines on hold 
and began strug- 
gling with the risk 
and consequences 
that come when & 
dear friends are 
called to a federal 
grand jury to an- 
swer ques- 
tions 


about their fellow peace mak- 
ers and peace making efforts. 

Many came together in a 
very short time to make sure 
the necessary tasks of secur- 
ing lawyers, rearranging work 
and family obligations, at- 
tending added meetings, and 
working extra hours to cre- 
ate a networking effort to 
reach untold numbers of 
people throughout the world 
were completed. This could 


not have been 


done without a strong com- 
munity who made it happen. 

The threat of the grand jury 
tested the local peace com- 
munity cormmitment to each 
other and we did well. J was 
never so proud of our local 
peace community than | was 
this past week. 

Disrupted lives are one 
thing, being summoned to ap- 
pear before a Fed Grand Jury 
is something entirely differ- 
ent. Our love and affection go 

out to Elton, Brian, Patti 
and Wendy. They did a su- 
. per job under a great 
BD deal of pressure, stand- 
ing their ground for 
peace. The conven- 
ing of a federal 
grand jury is a 
threatening pro- 
cess for any wit- 
ness. When the 
purpose is to se- 
cure testimony 
§ against friends and 
* associates, it is 
even more 
so. 


Noncooperation in these se- 
cret hearings can mean 
months of jail. 

Then there was the added 
burden of talking to the me- 
dia, a daily event leading up 
to the Tuesday appearance. In 
this, all four of our dear 
friends were great spokes- 
persons for peacemaking and 
the importance of nonvio- 
lence. Collectively, Elton, 
Brian, Patti and Wendy have 
done over 75 years of peace 
and justice work. And I might 
add with glee, they are all 
Catholic Workers. Elton, 
Brian, Patti and Wendy did us 
all proud. 

Our Jowa Congressional 
delegation also did their part. 
Senator Harkin wrote a per- 
sonal letter directly to US At- 
torney General Aschroft rais- 
ing his concerns about the 
grand jury. In addition, the 
Feb 10 Register lead edito- 
rial challenged the legiti- 
macy of using the grand jury 
process to stifle dissent 
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Anniversary of invasion of Iraq sparks state-wide rally 


March 20 and 21 will be 
global days of action, recog- 
nizing the first anniversary of 
the U.S. bombing and inva- 
sion of Iraq. 

Local events are sponsored 
by the lowa Mobilization 
Against War (MAW) and the 
Des Moines Catholic Worker 
Community. 

Saturday, March 20: 

1-2 p.m. Peace Parade— 
Gather at, and return to, the 
Drake parking Jot (29th and 


University.) 

3-5 p.m. Statewide Peace 
Rally, Speakers and Music, 
Olmstead Center, Drake Uni- 
versity, (26th and University.) 

6:30 p.m. Nonviolent 
Training and Direct Action 
Planning, Trinity Methodist 
Church (8th and College 
Ave., Des Moines.) 

Sunday, March 21: 

1:30 p.m. Demonstration 
and direct action at the main 
gate of the STARC Armory in 


Johnston, Iowa, the Iowa Na- 
tional Guard Headquarters. 
This demonstration will in- 
clude a direct action/ civil dis- 
obedience option which will 
be very similar to the last two 
direct action demos held at 
the Armory in 2003. The first 
demo on March 21 resulted 
in the arrest of 16 people, and 
the 2nd on November 16 re- 
sulted in 12 more being ar- 
rested. Anyone risking arrest 
Sunday, March 21, at STARC 


Armory must attend nonvio- 
lent training and direct action 
planning session Saturday, 
March 20, at 6:30 p.m. at 
Trinity Methodist Church. 
Overnight hospitality is avail- 
able at the Des Moines Catho- 
lic Worker House. 

For more information on 
the Iowa Mobilization Against 
War (MAW), contact 
Kathleen McQuillen, AFSC/ 
Iowa Program Coordinator, 
at 4211 Grand Ave.DM, Iowa 


§0312, (515) 274-4851, ext: 
22, or at 
KMcQuillen@afsc.org. For 
more information for the 
March 21 demo and direct 
action contact Frank 
Cordaro at the Phil Berrigan 
Catholic Worker House at 
713 Indiana St., DM IA 
50314, (515) 282-4781, or 
at cordaro@mchsi.com. 


.--more on action, p. 4 
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Who US > 4 


simpl violent on 
as we live and work among 


the poor. We directly 
serve others by opening 


our home for those in 
need of food , dothing, 
bedding, a Sawer: ora 
cup of coffee and conver- 
sation. We also engage in 
activities that foster social 
justice. Our mailing 
address is PO Box 4551, 
Des Moines, IA 50306. 


Bishop Dingman House 
1310 7th St. 
515-243-0765 
Community Members: 
Jerry Dermody 

Norman Searah 

Michael Thompson 

Bill and Jack Petsche 
Elton Davis 

Msgr. Ligutti House 
1301 8th St. 
515-280-12156 
Community Members: 
Jackie Robinson 

Lazarus House 

1317 8th St. 
515-246-1499 
Community members: 

Ed Bloomer 

The Dawson family: 
Carla, Julius, Joshua, Jordan 
Irving Schroeder 

Phil Berrigan House 
713 Indiana St. 
515-282-4781 
cordaro(@mechsi.com 
Community Members: 
Frank Cordaro 
EnriqueCruz Garcia 

The Chiapas Project 
Chiapas, Mexico 

Richard Flamer 
flamerrichard@hotmail.com 
Subscriptions - Free, published 
4 X yearly. All photos taken by 
DMCW community members 


Dorothy Day seen through student’s eyes 


Jack Petsche 
— DMCW Community Member 


(Jack is the 14-year-old son 
of Bill Petsche and lives at the 
DMCW) 

Over the past few years, 
since my Father and I have 
been coming around 
the Des Moines Catholic 
Worker, I have heard a lot 
about Dorothy Day, 
the founder of the CW move- 
ment and about all the kind 
and generous things she did 
for the poor. 

But lately the more I read 
about Dorothy Day, the more 
I realized that the kind and 
generous words used to de- 
scribe her life are written by 
people who never really saw 
or experienced the great 
things she did. I have realized 
that the generosity she is 


and bar letters and released. 


This was the 25th Year that there has 


Mark Your 
Calendar 


Fridays 


Every Friday evening, 
you are invited to Mass 
and Scripture services. 

They are held at 7:30 

p.m. at the Dingman 

House, 1310 7th St. Des 
All are 
welcome! 


Moines. 


known for cannot be con- 
verted to words. 

Dorothy Day was a person 
who fought for what she be- 
lieved all her life. When she 
saw the atrocious acts the 
government was performing 
on the impecunious and less 
fortunate she tried to do 
something about it. 

After she converted to be- 
come a Catholic she started 
the Catholic Worker Move- 
ment with Peter Maurin in 
1933. The Catholic Worker 
movement was based on es- 
tablishing houses of hospital- 
ity, unconnected to the state, 
which was not helping the less 
fortunate. These houses pro- 
vided shelter for the poor 
when they had no where to 
go and food when they had 
nothing to eat. Dorothy Day 


Circling Up for Christmas 


About 35 people gathered outside the 
Bellevue Base, home to the U.S. Strategic 
Command, on December 28, the Feast of 
the Holy Innocents. Seven crossed the 
line, were detained by security, issued ban 


Interested in 
communal farming? 


Mike and Fran Fuller 
of the DM Catholic 
Worker have just pur- 
chased an acreage near 
Corning in SW Iowa. If 
you’d be interested in 
joining in a rural Catho- 
lic Worker, get in touch 
with Fran at 


ciefull 


-com. 


Creighton University’s 


and the Catholic Workers 
always tried to gave more 
than just food and shelter. 
They tried to communicate 
and be one with the people 
they served ina spirit of love. 

What makes Dorothy Day 
so different and unusual from 
other famous people who 
worked for peace and justice 
like Martin Luther King and 
Gandhi was that most of her 
greatest accomplishments 
were done with people who 
matter little in the world, rec- 
ognized by only a few people. 

Dorothy Day did the things 
she did not to be famous but 
to aid the poor and insignifi- 
cant people in the era she 
lived in. She was motivated 
by love, seeking other 
people’s happiness and always 


striving to create a better en- 


been a Feast of the Holy Innocents Wit- 
ness and Line Crossing at Offutt Air 
Force Base. The witness and Line 
Crossing followed a retreat at 


campus in 


Omaha. The retreat was sponsored by 
the Des Moines Catholic Worker. 
See p. 4 for line crossers’ statement 


vironment for others. 
Because she is not here to 
lead us in the right direction! 
cannot say that we who are 
living at the Catholic Worker 
are doing it the way she would 
have wanted. I hope Catho- 
lic Workers every where, es- 
pecially here in Des Moines, 
still represent her and her 
movement in the amiable way 
she showed us throughout her 
life. 
I hope this short essay has 
at least intrigued you to fur 
ther explore and study the 
fascinating life of Dorothy 
Day and all the good things 
she has done for our society 
and to be motivated to do the 
same in our own little way, 
also striving to do away with 
whatever evil we feel is un- 


just. 


Uus Campaign to Free 


Mordechai Vanunu 


Nuclear Whistleblower Mordechai Vanunu is being 
released on April 21 after over 17 years of jail time for 


publicly revealing Israel’s secret nuclear weapons 


pro: gram. . 


Visit www.nonviolence.org/vanunu for more info 
and updates on his act of conscience. Sign the 
petition telling Israel to free Vanunu and see his 
photos of Israel’s nuclear weapons factory. Donate 
online to help the campaign assist his release, or write 
to U.S. Campaign to Free Mordechai Vanunu PO Box 


43384, Tucson, AZ 85733. 
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The community has been 
jpoing through some pretty 
jiramatic changes recently. 
Fran and Mike Fuller have 
kft to start a new Catholic 
Worker in Corning, lowa. 
Mike has found a job in that 
region and Fran is looking 
lorward to assisting with the 
ending of an organic garden, 
honeybees, a worm culture 
for fertilizer), and chickens. 
ight now it is just the two of 
hem, but they are welcom- 
ing other hard-working 
people with open arms. ] wish 
ter and Mike all the luck in 
the world. I hope that they 
may continue to do God’s 
‘work and stretch out the 


community to new borders. 


Iwill miss you as worker 
community members and 
fiends. God Bless you both 
on your new endeavors! 
Carla continues to work 
jard at the house as well as at 
her job at North High School. 
she is a firm staple in many 
dfour lives. She, as many oth- 
es in the community, pro- 
vides a good model for hon- 
est, hard-working people 
who strive for social justice. 
God bless you, Carla, and I 
| pray that I may be able to pass 
many of the lessons that I have 
larned from you onto oth- 
ers that I meet. 
Carla’s three sons are also 
doing well. Jordan is learning 
some important lessons about 


Nov. 16th defendants legal update— 


Community News 


Hello all! Sorry to disappoint you but this is not Carla, it’s Claire. I 
recently left the community to attend a | four-year school, Alverno College, 


in Milwaukee,WI, so Carla suggested I write this issue's community news. 


Peace, Claire Quiner 


time management as he’s 
working with a tougher 
homework load while taking 
advanced classes at Central 
Campus this year. Good luck 
Popey and keep working 
hard; it will pay off, I prom- 
ise. 

Josh is attending school at 
the Bridges program this year 
and doing fine. For his ben- 
efit, let us pray that itis God’s 
will for him to return to 
Scattergood Friends School 
next semester. A school like 
that could push Josh to his 
amazingly high potential and 
beyond! 

Julius is succeeding at 
Kirkwood Community Col- 
lege in Cedar Rapids. He has 
also had some time to spend 
with his grandmother. God 
bless them both. 

Jackie is currently recover- 
ing from a minor knee sur- 
gery. Although the surgery 
and recovery will be far from 
easy, hopefully it will be very 
beneficial to her in the long 
run. Also, Jackie will be mov- 
ing into Ligutti House. I hope 
that a break from the commo- 
tion of Lazarus and a change 
of scenery will aid in a quick 
recovery. My prayers are with 
you Jackie! Love you! 

Eddie continues with his 
saintly presence. He is plan- 
ning on spending more time 
with our guests by spending 


one night a week at Churches 


Elton Davis DMCW Community Member 


Eight people arrested at the November 16th “Stop the Occupation- 
Bring the Guard Home!” rally at STARC armory in Johnston are con- 
tinuing on to trial shortly. 

Five people, Sherry Hutchison, Rita O’ Hohenshell, Ed Bloomer, Frank 
Cordaro, and Josh Plank are scheduled to begin a jury trial on March 
22nd at the Polk County Courthouse. All but Frank Cordaro are repre- 
sented by attorney and Drake Law professor Sally Frank. Frank is repre- 


senting himself. 


Two people, Carla Dawson and Jane Majors who did not intend to get 
arrested, and were falsely arrested are seeking separate jury trials. At- 
torney Maggi Moss is representing Carla and Jane. Maggi has never lost 


www.desmoinescatholicworker.org 3 


United Shelter. His devotion 
to God’s people is nothing 
short of amazing. May God 
bless him on his new expedi- 
tion. 

Frank is staying busy at the 
Phil Berrigan House. He, 
with the help of many volun- 
teers, is getting the place up 
and running. We all pray for 
him as he continues to go 
through some big transitions. 

Enrique is still with us, liv- 
ing with Frank at the Phil 
Berrigan House, attending 
school at DMACC, teaching 
catechism classes at Visitation, 
and helping at the house. 

Elton has had the chance to 
visit his daughter, son-in-law, 
and three grandchildren in 
Maryland. Although we 
missed him at the house, his 
mother Wilma came to help 
out in his absence. She is a 
hard working, educated, 
knowledgeable woman 
whom we have been blessed 
to get to know. Elton takes a 
shift at the house nearly ev- 
ery day, taking care of tasks 
that would be otherwise for- 
gotten. Elton has also enjoyed 
attending a weekly Quaker 
meeting. Keep up the good 
work Elton! 

The drop of the tempera- 
ture has brought us more 
people who need hot show- 
ers, so Irving has been as busy 
as ever washing all of the tow- 


els for us. 


Our community has been 


blessed, once again, with 
Mike Thompson. After a year 
and a half absence from the 
community he has returned 
and is as hard-working and 
kind as ever. He came just 
when we needed him most. 
Thank you Mike! 

Bill and Jack Petsche 
moved into Dingman House 
after Frank moved out. They 
are adjusting well into the 
community at Dingman. 

Bill astounds us with his 
health andYoga abilities... es- 
pecially at his age, (just kid- 
ding!) Bill is lowering the 
amount of waste at our house 
with his thriftiness and math 
abilities. He knows how to 
stretch food, coffee, and ma- 
terials while still giving every- 
one their fill. Good work Bill! 

Jack is working hard at 
school. He continues on the 
road as an aspiring athlete 
and, with the help of his Dad, 
focuses hard on his physical 
health. Keep working hard 
Jack! 

Norman, bless his heart, is 
still chipping away at the mess 
of the basement at Dingman 


House. He cleans, organizes, 


When Elton is not helping with tasks around the 
Dingman house, or spending time with his family, 
he enjoys spending social time with 


Santa Claus who 

occasionally 
frequents the 
DMCW. 


sorts through, and finds 
homes for all of the donations 
that we cannot use. He also 
helps to keep the rest of 
Dingman House, particularly 
the upstairs and attic, cleaned 
and picked up. On top of all 
this he works a full-time job 
at a rest area. 

Jerry, the oldest member of 
the community is doing well. 
He still brings us a newspa- 
per whenever we need one 
and helps us out occasionally 
with other household chores. 
Thank-you Jerry. 

I am ending this article 
with a heavy heart and tears 
in my eyes. As I have just writ- 
ten what each community 
member does that is so 
unique and specialized, I am 
reminded how dear you all 
are to me. I love you all and 
miss you much . Having lived 
at the DMCW., I value the im- 
portance of a community, a 
group of people with whom I 
can identify with for support 
and guidance. I fear entering 
new experiences where I may 
not find the strong commu- 
nity bonds I experienced at 
the DMCW. 

Good-bye for now. 


a jury trial. Trial date has not yet been set. 
Chris Gaunt has a trespass charge and two added charges of assault and 


interfering with police work. This is becanse she chose to go limp during 
the arrest. This will be a separate trial entirely, Chris’s attorney for this 


case is Catherine Levine. Chris was offered a plea bargain but refused it. 


and Wendy Vasquez. 


Dingman 


house at 


elton@desmoinescatholicworker.org, 


She is slated to start her trial Monday, March 1, at the Polk County Court 
House in Des Moines. 

Four others plead “guilty” or “no contest” and were sentenced to time 
served or fined. They are Elton Davis, Stephanie Smelser, Jesse Wozinac 


For more info contact the Des Moines Catholic Worker House at the 
$15-243-0765 or at 
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From War to Occupation, Protest to Campaign 


It is time for a Nonviolent, Direct Action Campaign 


Frank Cordaro 
— Des Moines Catholic Worker 

As we approach the one- 
year anniversary of the US- 
led invasion of Iraq and a re- 
turn visit to the STARC Ar- 
mory, some questions are 
raised, which I offer for 
thought: 

Are the recent wars, now 
occupations, in Iraq and Af- 
ghanistan open-ended, with 
no exit in sight? 

If so, shouldn’t our peace- 
making model move from 
“one reaction demo to the 
next” to a more sustained 
campaign of nonviolent resis- 
tance and civil disobedience? 

In Iowa, is not the STARC 
Armory the best place to 
maintain a sustained direct 
action campaign? 

Over 4,000 Iowa National 
Guard personnel have left 
lowa to participate in the Traq 
and Afghanistan occupations 
(DM Reg Dec 4, 2003.) Ev- 
ery one of those 4,000+ 
Guard members were feder- 
alized and given orders to 
leave the state through the 
Iowa National Guard com- 
mand at the STARC Armory. 
STARC Armory is the clos- 
est thing we have in Iowa to 
the Pentagon. Because of this, 
it is a most appropriate and 
identifiable place for Iowans 
to lodge their protest of the 
misuse of our National Guard 
people. 

On the subject of war, our 
hearts and minds are seldom 
swayed by the brutal facts of 
the matter alone. Rather, it is 
the rising cost of war, paid for 
with the expenditure of hu- 


man equity and the personal 
sacrifices of our military per- 
sonnel, which ultimately raises 
the’ collective pro-war con- 
sciousness of our communi- 
ties. 

More than 4,000 Iowa Na- 
tional Guard families have sac- 
rificed their sons and daugh- 
ters, watched them taken 
from their jobs and family ob- 
ligations, to risk their lives in 
Iraq and Afghanistan. Many 
have been wounded. Some 
have killed and must carry that 
onerous experience for life. 
And, to this date, 10 Iowans 
have made the ultimate sacri- 
fice, having lost their lives in 
this unjust, immoral and ille- 
gal US foreign policy adven- 
ture. 

We peacemakers need to 
recognize these sacrifices, 
then honestly and coura- 
geously measure our own ef- 
forts accordingly. I am re- 
minded of a quote from Fr. 
Dan Berrigan, SJ:, “Because 
we want peace with half a 
heart, half a life and will, the 
war making continues. Be- 
cause the making of war is to- 
tal - but the making of peace 
by our cowardice is partial.” 

It is during wartime that 
peacemakers need to take 
greater risk and make greater 
sacrifices for peace. If we do 
not do this, the risk and sacri- 
fices made by the war makers 
will override our voices for 
peace. The risk that comes 
with peacemaking is well 
known - loss of good name, 
friends, status, property, job, 
freedom and sometimes life. 


Nonviolently resisting war is 


All participants and people who 
attend the March 21, 2004, demon- 
stration at the STARC Armory are 
asked to carry on the tradition of 


the nonviolent peace movement by 


respecting some basic nonviolence 


guidelines while at the demonstra- 


tion. We ask that everyone who 


attends the demonstration reflect 


upon and respect these important 


commitments. 


often declared ‘outlawed be- 
havior. 

We also know that many 
of our peace and justice he- 
roes have made these same 
sacrifices throughout history: 
Martin Luther King, Gandhi, 
Romero, Dorothy Day, 
Debs, Mother Jones, Emma 
Goldman, Jane Adams, Joe 
Hill and the Wobblies, 
Nelson Mandela, 
Francis, Jesus, ect... Many of 


Saint 


them were declared out laws 
and subversions in their day. 

The Sunday, March 21, 
demonstration at the STARC 
Armory offers peacemakers 
in Jowa a unique opportunity 
to modestly act up, take a 
minimal risk and make a cal- 
culated sacrifice for peace. 
The tradition of direct 
action civil disobe- 
dience as a 
means for social 
change is a well 
established US 
tradition. It is one 
of our richest and 
most cherished political 
rights honored best when 
practiced. 

Surely, if 4,000 Iowans are 
willing to leave the state and 
risk their lives to make war, 


Iowans in the peace move- 


ment can find the will to join 
us at the main gate of STARC 
Armory on March 21st. 
Over 400 Iowa National 
Guard personnel who have 
been called up for active duty 
were active college students. 
They left their classes and 
schools, families and loved 
ones to join in our country’s 
war-making efforts. Are 


Bi We will carry no weapons. 
Hi We will not vandalize. 
HE We will not use or carry alcohol or 


illegal drugs. 


H We will not swear or use insulting 


language. 


@ We will not run in public or other- 
wise make threatening motions. 

@ We will not assault, either verbally 
or physically, those who oppose or dis- 
agree with us...even if they assault us. 
@ We will protect those who oppose 


us from insult or attack. 


i We will honor the emergency deci- 


there not 40 lowa college 
students who are willing to 
do this modest act of cross- 
ing a property line, risking 
arrest on a petty misde- 
meanor charge? The penalty 
for your efforts most likely 
will be a couple of days in jail, 
a fine and possibly some 
community service hours. 
Compared to the sacrifice 
others are making for the 
sake of these US-led wars 
and occupations, especially 
the sacrifices the Iraqi and Af- 
ghans peoples are forced to 
endure, the planned direct 
action for peace at the » 
gate of STARC Ar- 
mory, March 21, is 
modestly low risk, 
yet highly influ- 


ential. 


Nonviolence guidelines for direct action at STARC Armory 


sions of the empowered coordina- 
tors and organizers of the demo. 
HM Our attitude as conveyed 
through words, symbols and actions 
will be one of respect toward all, in- 
cluding police officers, military per- 
sonnel, members of the larger com- 
munity, and all demonstrators 
friends and foes alike. 

m if prosecuted we will use the 
judicial process to continue our re- 
sistance. Where possible, we will put 
the US illegal, unjust and immoral 
occupation of Iraq on trial. 


By establishing a “cam: 
paign” at the Armory, we ca 
help bring to public aware. 
ness, through expenditure d 
our own human equity and 
personal sacrifice, our pro- 
peace and justice message, 
Such a message is a muct 
needed voice these days. Its 
critical that we focus public 
attention on the ultimate f- 
tility of war as a solution to 
world problems. War never 
brings a peace. It never has 
It never will. 


Comments can be sent to 


cordaro@mchsi.com. 
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Objection to Camp Dodge is as old as camp itself 


Bill Douglas 
DMCW Friend 


(Bill is a long time 
DMCW friend, Socialist 
Candidate for governor, fel- 
low nonviolent resister and 
outlaw for peace, writer, 
teacher and lowa Historian 
specializing in progressive 
Towa history. Respond to his 
Camp Dodge essay at 
iowarh(@avalon.net.) 

Objection to war at Camp 
Dodge is as old as Camp 
Dodge itself. [have identified 
by name 509 World War I 
draftees, representing over 
twenty religious or political 
organizations, who at some 


level refused to cooperate 
with the war machine, rang- 
ing from accepting noncom- 
batant status to refusing to 
put on a uniform and work 
for the Army, and being sen- 
tenced to 25 years at 
Leavenworth (one death sen- 
tence was handed down; but 
soon modified.) 
Camp Dodge, was built al- 
most overnight in the sum- 
mer of 1917, one of sixteen 
camps to train draftees to 
provide fresh blood (literally) 
to the trenches of Europe. 
Sending millions of draftees 
was the U.S. ante for admis- 
sion into the European war. 
Originally, the camp in- 
ducted draftees from Iowa, 


nois, but due to the War 
Department’s reluctance to 
train Southern blacks and 
whites at the same camps, 
several thousand Alabama 
blacks arrived at Camp 
Dodge in October 1917. 
With the first draftees 
training at Camp Dodge 
came the first resisters. Fwo 
major categories, political 
and religious, had surpris- 
ingly little contact with each 
other. Most of the political 
resisters, predominantly So- 
cialist, were court-martialed 
and sent to Leavenworth 
within weeks of arrival; many 
of the religious objectors, the 
majority of whom were 
Mennonites, spent the better 


partment tried to figure out 
what to do with them. 
Camp officials continually 
tried to coax or bully them 
into uniform and work duty. 

Dodge again has a regional 
role in promoting American 
world hegemony, and the 
questions asked by” last 
century's court-martials 
need to be answered by us: 
to whom do our bodies, our 
souls, and our country be- 
long? 

Of all the stories, let me 
sketch out three inthe boxes 
below this story: Socialist 
Otto Wangerin, religious 
and political objector Ben 
Salmon, and Mennonite Roy 
Buchanan. 


Minnesota, North Dakota 


Otto Wangerin and the central third of Illi- 


@ Socialist draft resister 
@ Argued that the 13th Amend- 
ment prohibited involuntary 
servitude 

@ Only St.Paul draft resister imme- 
diately eligible for the draft in 
September of 1917, was torn be- 


tween hiding and or surrendering 
with a plan of internal resistance, 
‘decided’ on Jatter courtesy of 
military escort 

@ His refusal to wear a uniform got 


him court -martialed within the 


first month, and he was sent to 
Leavenworth 

@ Around 1920, he served a six 
month sentence for evading the 


draft, making him the first resister 
in the US to be arrested and the last 


or national justice. 


Norman’s Whereabouts 


By Norman Searah, DACW Community Member 


It is lunch time and I am sitting in the back work room at the rest area 
where I work on Interstate 80. It is Martin Luther King Day. It is also Caucus 
night in Iowa. And J have no idea who to vote for. 

In my life, ] have met a lot of African Americans. One was named Harriet, 
she lived a couple houses down the street from where I grew up. She and her 
three sons lived in a small white house. In her back yard was a crab apple tree, 
a sand box and a garden. In the corner of the sand box grew a crab tree that 
Joseph, her oldest son, and I would climb. I recall going to Joseph’s house to 
play in the attic where there was a model wooden ship. Joseph told me that 
his grandfather’s father came to America on a slave boat. When Harriet and 
the boys moved, | lost a good play mate and missed climbing the crab tree. 

When I moved to Wochester, Mass., 1 met people of all colors and nation- 
alities. I worked in a factory and was a regular helper at the Mustard Seed 
Catholic Worker. I got close to the people I worked with in the factory, like 
Tim, a hard working family man who was an African American. He worked to 
put his children through school and college to better there future just like 
what our Carla is doing for her boys. 

Another African American I remember-ftom my early years in Des Moines 
was Kalonji Sadick. Kalonji was a member of the local Black Panthers, he 
helped run a Black Radio Show and ran for City Council. We Des Moines 


@ Active in the Single-Tax movement in CO 
@ Roman Catholic who opposed WWI 

@ Resembled the 1960s Catholic ultraleft, 
often bearing the brunt of officials’ and 
officers’ wrath for things like always being 
the last to move in response to direct orders 
Drafted to Camp Funston, Kansas, he was 
one of 161 objectors shipped to Camp Dodge 
in 1918 to face the Board of Inquiry (in Army 
logic, it was easier to move the objectors than 
send the three-member board to Kansas) 

Hi His determined resistance earned him a 
death sentence at his Camp Dodge court- 
martial, but it was later reduced to 25 years 
@ He went on a hunger strike to urge a 
stubborn Woodrow Wilson to recognize that 


military victory did not equal international 


part of the war at Camp 
Dodge while the War De- 


Roy Buchanan 
Ben Salmon @ Spent much more time at Camp 
Dodge than Wangerin, or most 
draftees or officers 

@ Recent Mennonite convert 

H Sent to Camp Dodge in 1917 
when many objectors hoped their 
affiliation with a peace church 
could get them alternative service 
@ He also refused to wear uniforms 


and refused to work, realizing that 


working allowed more soldiers to 
contribute to war effort. 

@ A recent convert, Buchanan was 
not immediately considered for 
alternative service. In July of 1918, 
he went to Leavenworth , but was 
soon accepted to the American 
Friends Service Committee’s Re- 
construction Program in Europe. 


Catholic Workers supported Kalonji because he went to bat for the poor and 
unimportant people in Des Moines, no matter what their color. He had a 
press conference announcing his run for City Council in the front yard of 
Ligutti House. He ran and lost. 

When I think about Harriet trying to raise her boys and make a living, ! 
cannot help thinking about how our own Carla Dawson is trying to raise her 
three boys, working a full-time job, going to school and doing all the things 
she does at the Catholic Worker. I’ve got lots of respect and love for her. It 
cannot be easy. Thinking about Martin Luther King Jr. Day and about the 
African American people I have met through my life I cannot help thinking we 
have come a long way in this country to making it a better place for everyone 
no matter what their color and we need to go a lot further. 

As to how | am doing, I am still working on my diabetes. | just renewed my 
membership with the American Diabetes Association. It has been a long time 
since ] spent time with my support group, mostly because | have been having 
car problems*. I just had a radiator replace. And now I have to jump start my 
car to get it going. ] am finding out that I cannot always afford my car because 
J have to keep paying the regular monthly bill, paying Frank back for fixing 
the transmission, plus the radiator and it keeps breaking down. I am wonder- 
ing if we will elect a lemon for president, like my car. 


*Norman has three years left to pay on his car. He cannot afford it. If 


anyone has a car to give, Norman sure could use one. 
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Kathy Kelly visits 
Des Moines 


Catholic Peace Ministry hosted a service of 
commemoration and repentance, 
“Remembering the Victims of War and Terror” 
with Kathy Kelly of Voices in the Wilderness. 
The service was on Thursday, Feb. 12, at St. 
Catherine of Siena Catholic Student Center. 
Approximately 100 people were in attendance. 

Kelly was recently sentenced to three months 
in prison, but since she has agreed to surrender 
herself to a federal prison at a later date, she 
was still able to speak in Des Moines. 

Pictured above, clockwise from top left, are 
Frank Cordaro, Enrique Cruz Garcia, Elton 
Davis, Eddie Bloomer, Carla Dawson, Kathy 
Kelly, and Brian Terrell by a painting of Bishop 


Dingman. 


Subpoenas didn’t stop action 


...con’t from Page 1 
war. 

The results of our collec- 
tive efforts created a ground 
swell of concern and pressure 
on the Federal District 
Attorney’s Office. After sev- 
eral shifts in the official ratio- 
nale for convening the grand 
jury, the Fed Attorney’s Of- 
fice finally dropped the whole 
case, one week after serving 
the subpoenas. 

I knew Tuesday morning, 
February 10th, was going to 
be a special day in the 
memory of our Catholic 
Worker Community. That 
morning, US Senator Tom 
Harkin’s office called Elton 
personally to say the subpoe- 
nas summoning him and his 
friends to court were 
squashed. We don’t get a lot 
of calls from US Senators 
around here, let alone calls to 
inform of the squashing of 
subpoenas toa grand jury. It 
was a red letter day, indeed! 

Nearly 200 showed up in 
below-freezing weather for 
the noon victory rally outside 


From Chiapas to Iowa, thank-you 


Enrique Cruz 


— DMCW Community Member 


(Enrique’s mother and father 
worked for many years with re- 
tired Bishop Samuel Ruis Garcia. 
Bishop Ruis was known for his 
strong call for justice for indig- 
enous peoples both in society and 
in the church. Enrique found us 
through Richard Flammer, a 

Jriend of Bishop Ruis and the 
Cruzs.) 

My name is Enrique Cruz, 
my nickname is Kiki. I come 
from Chiapas, Mexico. 
Chiapas is one of the most 
important states in Mexico 
because of its rich Mayan cul- 
ture, people of strong faith 
and good hearts. It is also one 
of the poorest and unedu- 
cated states in Mexico. ] come 
from the town of San 
Cristabal de Las Casa, the old 
colonial capital of Chiapas. 

I have been in Iowa over a 


year now. I came to the US to 
learn English. My first six 
months, I was studying in 
Ames at lowa State University 
in an English program 
(EOP). Than I came to the 
Des Moines Area Community 
College in Des Moines. 

lam so impressed about the 
culture of faith that is here. 
We are two different peoples 
(USA and Mexico) but at the 
same time, we are the same 
because, we are all Jesus’ sons 
and daughters and we share 
the same beautiful world. 

For me, Chiapas and lowa 
are apoem, their words writ- 
ten with ink from the hearts 
of the people I meet. 

I am thankful for all the 
support that many people 
here have given me. I have 
been able to do what I once 
thought impossible, and ful- 
fill a life-long dream. My 


dream was to experience life 
in another country, like the 
USA, and make friends, and 
learn their language. I am es- 
pecially thankful to be with 
the Catholic Workers. They 
have given to me a lot of sup- 
port and I am happy to be 
here. Also I enjoy working at 
Visitation Church. (A Span- 
ish-speaking parish in DM) 
They support me in many 
things. 

When I came I did not 
know English, but little by 
little I am trying to learn 
more. And J want to speak 
and meet other people. It is 
hard for me to write in En- 
glish. I know that I am not 
only a bad writer in 
English, I think there must be 
nobody worse than me. 
Thanks to Frank for helping 
me write this, my first report 
to you. Again and again, 
THANKS. 


the US Courthouse. Lots of 
good speeches and testi- 
monies were given. The case 
touched a lot of people from 
the local community with a 
wide range of concerns. Be- 
yond the regular peace com- 
munity types, members of 
the legal community, the so- 
cial justice and advocacy com- 
munities, labor, Church and 
student communities were 
present. 

The Des Moines Peace 
Community showed its soli- 
darity and the feds backed off. 
Free speech and civil liberties 
won the day. The real measure 
of our success will depend on 
whether this intimidation 
stops our voices and our dis- 
sent. 

The US is still involved in 
an unjust and immoral war 
and occupation of Iraq and Af- 
ghanistan. We must continue 
to exercise our political rights 
through protest and civil dis- 
obedience. If our efforts in 
this regard are thwarted in 
any way, then the warmakers 
have won. 


Please come join us in Des 
Moines, March 20 and 21, for 
a weekend of activities to 
mark the one-year anniver- 
sary of the beginning of the 
war in Iraq. On March 21st, 
come because we need to re- 
turn to the STARC Armory, 
because we need to take back 
NW Beaver Dr. (the street the 
STARC Armory is located.) 
We need to reclaim our free 
speech rights. We need le- 
gions of individuals trained in 
the practice of nonviolent di- 
rect action, who are willing to 
risk arrest for the sake of 
peace. 

The whole world will be 
looking again to Des Moines 
come March 20 -21, to see if 
the threat of the grand jury 
accomplished its task. Let’s 
not let the government's at- 
tempts to intimidate our 
peacemaking affect our 
planned efforts at the STARC 
Armory. March 20 - 21 is the 
time to come to Des Moines 
and show your opposition to 
George Bush’s criminal war. 
Join us at the STARC Armory 
and get busted for peace! 


Bloomer 
blown his 


News chance for 


Help Save the Nuns! 


Sisters Ardith Platte, 67, Caro] Gilbert, 56, and Jackie Hudson, 69, are serving 30-44 
months in federal prisons for nonviolently and symbolically exposing and inspecting a Min- 
uteman II] ballistic missile which they found on high-alert, ready to be unleashed within 15 


sainthood? 
The most 
scandelous 
kiss since 
Britney and 
Madonna! 
The Pope 
responds in 
the next V.P. 


minutes of president Bush’s orders. To sign a petition to free these nuns, go to http:// 
www.petitiononline.com/know0001I / petition. html. 
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» Statement of line crossers in Omaha, Nebraska 

to We cross the line at this Holy Innocents, because of ian population, especially 

of nerve center of the the present-day slaughter of children and the aged. 
United States militarism innocents being conducted We consider the work of 

€ to nonviolently register by the United States against Strategic Command, the 

é our dissent. This simple the people of Iraq, Afghani- expenditure of $400 bil- 

i act of disobedience is stan, and even North Korea. _ lion this year ($12,000 per 

ys taken with the under- The U.S. bombardment of second), for weapons and 

’s standing that all the great cities, and the U.S. war planning, to be an un- 
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1r committed in the name of of famine relief promised to _ those who lack basic neces- 

ir obedience. North Korea, injures, sities and a preventable as- 

C We chose this religious starves and kills the most sault on human rights 

1 holiday, the Feast of the vulnerable among the civil- around the world. 
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2nd Midwest Catholic Worker 
Resistance Retreat Mar. 12-14 


Frank Cordaro 
— Des Moines Catholic Worker 

The 2nd Annual Midwest 
Catholic Worker Resistance 
Retreat will be held March 
12-14 in Omaha, NE. 

The local focus for the re- 
treat will be the Strategic 
Nuclear Weapons and Space 
Command Headquarters sta- 
tioned at Offutt Air Force 
Base in Bellevue, NE, just 
south of Omaha. The Retreat 
will be hosted at Holy Family 
Parish, 1715 Izard St., 
Omaha, NE. There is plenty 
of floor space for every one. 
If you need a bed or any other 
special hospitality needs, just 
let us know. All are welcome. 

Bill and Sue Frankel- 
Streit, who are the retreat 
leaders, live with their 
three children in commu- “% 
nity at the Little Flower 
Catholic Worker Farm out- 
side of Charlottesville, VA. 


They have been part of the | 


Catholic Worker movement 


for over 15 years (before 
that Bill was a Catholic 
priest and Sue was a col- 
lege student.) They lived 
at the Dorothy Day 
House in Washington, 


DC, for ten years, living with 
homeless families and prac- 
ticing nonviolent direct ac- 
tion in the belly at the beast. 
Both have been arrested at 
the Pentagon numerous 
times. In 1991, they were 
part ofa plowshares action at 
an air force base outside of 


Syracuse, NY, and served a 
= 


year in jail for 
beginning the 
disarmament 
of a nuclear 
armed B-52. 
Col- 


lectively, they have served 
over four years of jail time. 

Currently they are home- 
schooling, preparing to build 
a straw-bale cabin, research- 
ing biodiesel, awaiting trial for 
a Pentagon action and con- 
tinuing the CW experiment 
in community. 

For more information con- 
tact Frank Cordaro at 
Berrigan Catholic Worker 
House at 515-282- 
4781 
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Frankel-Streit Family 


Ninth annual Bishop 


Dingman Peace 


Dinner on March 6 


Brian Terrell 
—— Director, Catholic Peace Ministry 


Catholic Peace Ministry is 
happy to announce the ninth 
annual Bishop Maurice J. 
Dingman Peace Award Dinner 
to be held Saturday evening, 
March 6, at Our Lady’s Im- 
maculate Heart Church, 510 
First Street, Ankeny, Iowa. 

Maurice Dingman, 1914- 
1992, is remembered as a 
prophetic leader whose 


gion, will be our keynote 
speaker. 

The evening’s activities will 
begin with a reception at 6 
p-m. with a supper served at 
6:45 p.m. followed by the 
program at 8 p.m. OLIH 
Church is located west of the 
First Street exit on I-35, 
about 15 miles from down- 
town Des Moines. 

We suggest a donation of 
$30 per person attending. 
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and widens the circle by 
bringing well known speakers 
to our community to address 
the crucial issues of the day. 
Bishop Gregory Vaughn 
Palmer of the lowa Confer- 
ence of the United Methodist 
Church will be the recipient 
of this year’s Bishop Maurice 
J. Dingman Peace Award. 
Rosemary Radford Ruether, 
Professor of Feminist Theol- 


ogy, Pacific School of Reli- 


U.S. Air Force F-84 


4211 Grand Ave. 


“They shall beat their swords 
into plowshares.” 
% inch “plowshare” pin- 


forged from the metal of a 


Thunderjet Fighter plane 
. $10 suggested donation 
(special rates for church and peace groups) 
Catholic Peace Ministry 


Des Moines, LA 50312 
(515)255-8114 or b.d.terrell@z 


groups, and can reserve tables 
of eight for groups. 

Please call 515-255-8114 
for information or write to 
Catholic Peace Ministry, 4211 
Grand Ave., Des Moines, 
Iowa 50312, to reserve tick- 
ets and plan to join CPM for 
an evening of song, prayer, 
food, inspiration, challenge 
and fellowship. 

With questions, contact 
Brian at b.d.terrell@att.net. 
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DMCW NEEDS 


PRAYERS 


Without them, nothing else matters. 


RENOVATION 


Ligutti House needs exterior paint- 
ing, windows and basement water- 
proofing, Lazarus House needs anew 
roof and basement renoyation. 
Dingman House needs chimney re- 
pair and an updated kitchen. All three 
houses need fire escapes and haye 
electrical and plumbing needs. So 
carpenters, plumbers and electricians 
who can do the project themselves, 
and fund it, are always needed. 


Thank you for your continued support. The Des Moines Catholic Worker, 1310 7th St. DSM, IA 515-243-0765 


CAR 


One of our community 
members would benefit 
from anew car. If you 
have a used car to do- 
nate, please let us know. 


MONEY 


It’s expensive to main- 
tain three old houses. 
Since we're not a non- 
profit organization, we 
don’t get a break on 
property taxes. Cash 
donations are always 
welcome and needed. 


SUPPLIES 


We can always use canned and dry goods 
as well as toiletries, especially coffee, 
100% juice, cereal, canned fruit, veg- 
etables, beans, soup and stews, dispos- 
able razors, shaving cream, shampoo, 
soap, deodorant, toilet paper, tissue, pa- 
per towels, maxi-pads and tampons. 


VOLUNTEERS 


We are always looking for individuals or 
work crews to help with maintenance and 
general cleaning. People are always 
welcome to come help around the house, 
with the lawn and garden, or with 
hospitality, Just give a call or stop by. 


“The common people 
do not want war...voice 
or no voice, the people 
can always be brought to 
the bidding of the lead- 
) ers. All you have to do is 
to tell them they are be- 
ing attacked, and de- 
nounce the pacifist for 
lack of patriotism and 
exposing the country to 
danger. It works the 
same in every country.” - 
Hermann Goering, 
Hitler’s Reich-Marshall. 


= remem 
Associated Press Photo, 


We shall not 
be intimidated! 


Four Catholic Workers and friends squash Federal subpoenas!- P. 1 
A Call to Return to STARC Armory in Johnston - P. 1, 4 
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